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incarnational good neighbors demands 
our physical residence within the target 
community.  While waiting, we’ve 
continued to exegete our future 
neighborhood and have become more 
aware of Maywood's idiosyncrasies.  God 
has afforded us these extra months to 
confirm to us this community's need for 
more authentic Christian witnesses, to 
allow us to count the costs of relevant 
incarnational ministry, and to clarify the 
vision of His intentions for His Bride.   
 
We are thrilled to announce that as of  
4:00pm, Thursday, January 17th,  2008, 
Gloria   and   John   are   homeowners   in 

  Christmas in January: Maywood or Bust! 
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Advocates and Friends 
of the Community: 
Belated Christmas and  
New Year’s greetings! 
We had hoped to 
deliver     a    Christmas  

Newsletter, but with our most pressing 
updates yet unavailable, we decided to 
wait until the fog of uncertainty had 
cleared a bit.  
 
Since November, we've been presenting 
the “Radiant Vision” with the hope of 
developing supportive partnerships with 
more individuals and congregations.    
We are prayerfully optimistic that we’re 
on our way to completing the bulk of the 
funding piece for our strategy.  Praise be 
to God, and a sincere thanks to our 
precious “Advocates”!   
 
The next essential step is to physically 
relocate into Maywood.  Suffice it to say, 
we've had to overcome a whole bunch of 
hurdles and setbacks.  While searching 
for a home, many were praying with us 
that we would be moved into Maywood 
before the end of the year.  It looked like 
our prayers were going to be answered 
when the closing was scheduled for Dec. 
26th, then the 28th, then the new year 
came and went.  I guess it wasn’t in 
God’s timing.  The close was rescheduled 
for January 11th, 2008!  Then it was 
rescheduled again for Jan. 16th, then 
pushed  to  the   17th.    Our  approach   as  

Several have recently asked us where they can send “slow mail.” 
Our new contact information is at the bottom of each page.  Also, for those who are sending contributions, please make your 

contributions payable to “ the Community in Maywood.”  We will make sure to send you a receipt for your gift. 
 

Please send all e-mail to John and Gloria Yi at pastorjohn@radiantbride.org 
Send all mail to our new address: The Community in Maywood, 157 South 17th Avenue, Maywood, IL 60153. 

Phone Numbers: (Home) 708-450-5033; (Mobile) 312-608-0349 

Maywood, IL and have officially become 
one of its citizens.  Praise the LORD!  
Now the real work can begin.  
 
We lack the words to fully express our 
thanks to those of you who have stood 
with us in prayer, financial support, 
missional activity, and advocacy.  All we 
can say is: Thank you, Jesus for the 
“cloud of witnesses” which surrounds us.   
 
Other news.  In November, we launched 
the Community’s website without 
fanfare.  ���� �������	���
 ����

will always be a work in progress, but 
come on by and see what’s up!  Again, 
please be patient. 
 
In December, we had the joy of attending 
John’s graduation from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.  Since all 
of his MDiv work was completed last 
summer, it was a bit anticlimactic.   The 
real pleasure came from reminiscing with 
many of our dear friends made during 
three years at school and catching up with 
former professors.  Our visit closes the 
chapter on the “Seminary Years.”  It was 
the most glorious chapter of our lives.   
 
May God continue to invite us and you to 
join Him in the work that He’s already 
doing in “hard” places.  May His 
irresistible charms compel us to accept 
His call – whatever it may be. 



Please send all email to John and Gloria Yi at pastorjohn@radiantbride.org 
Send all mail to new address: The Community in Maywood, 157 South 17th Avenue, Maywood, IL 60153. 

Phone Numbers: (Home) 708-450-5033; (Mobile) 312-608-0349 
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When “saved-by-faith” Christians ponder the heroes who have been included in the “hall of 
faith” (Heb. 11), it is easy for them to think that saving faith is some kind of nebulous and 
intangible ingredient that makes losers into winners, and reprobates into saints.  Consider 
with me the testimony of Hebrews.  Along with his or her name, each hero is given a sort of 
epitaph which summarizes his or her deeds.  Nowhere do we see the tidy claim, “So and so 
had faith (period).”  These epitaphs immediately draw biblically literate readers to a vivid 
recollection of each of these God-approved lives. 
 
Personally, I find Rahab's inclusion among Israel's greats the most telling (12:31).  Rahab is 
not your typical poster child for spirituality.  As to her religion, pagan; as to her profession, 
prostitute; as to her status in society, far from noble; as to her worth to the community, 
whatever the price to use her for a time.  Yet, when her time comes, she responds in faith.  
Go back to Joshua 2 and read it for yourself.  Somewhere along the line, she and the 
inhabitants of Jericho hear about what Yahweh has done to the Egyptians and others.  This 
news leaves Jericho terrified!  When had God done these things to His enemies?  During the 
exodus; forty years prior! 
 
You do know what Rahab was thinking, don't you?  “Where have you guys been?  I've been 
waiting for you!”  While Israel wanders the desert in faithlessness for the next forty years, 
Rahab concludes that Yahweh is God in heaven and earth (Jos. 2:11).  Her knowledge of 
Yahweh results in faith.  But is her faith a “nebulous intangible?”  NO WAY!  She 
authenticates her faith by committing treason and thereby inviting the certain risk of life and 
limb into her household!  Her faith proves substantive.  Thus, her faith is recorded forever in 
words that shall never pass away! 
 
Now what about you and me?  The author of Hebrews exhorts us to respond with such a 
faith.  In faith, we are called to fix our eyes on Jesus, “the author and perfecter of faith” – the 
Faithful One who “endured the cross” and now approved for His faithfulness sits at the 
place of favor, power, and authority alongside the throne of the Father. 
 
Let's urge one another to abandon shamefully measured, cowardly calculated, disingenuous 
demonstrations of quasi-faith, pseudo-faith, and counterfeit faith.  Rahab and the “cloud of 
witnesses” expressed their faith with shocking recklessness, undeniable authenticity, and 
timely relevance, and they had not yet even met Jesus!  Now they inquire of us, “Christian, 
where have you been?  Still, we wait for you to show up?”  More importantly, it is our 
Bridegroom Jesus who beckons us to the finish line with the prize of His Father's approval 
of us.  “Well done good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your Master.” 
 

COMMUNITY 
ADVOCATES 
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Prayer and Praises at the  ������������  
 

1. Praise God that he has provided a home from which we will launch our mission.  We finally closed on the purchase of our home 
in Maywood late this afternoon.  Now, we just have to get ourselves moved in!  Praise God for getting us through this ordeal!  Praise 
the LORD for those of you who have gone to bat for us before the Lord and before men! 

2. Pray that the Lord would send out more workers into His Harvest. Advocates! We thank God for those who have come 
alongside us, but we need more advocates! "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few" (Mt. 9:38).  While we continue to give 
due diligence to enlisting our ministry advocates (See below to find out what we’re looking for), ultimately, we trust that God will 
amply provide for His workers; the Lord pays His own bills. Our next enlistment meeting is on January 27th at Jessica Leigh’s home. 

3. Pray that the Holy Spirit would prepare more persons of peace and souls that are prepared to have an encounter with Him. 
Whether they are lost people who need to find Jesus or straying saints who need to renew their devotion to Jesus, may God cause our 
journeys to intersect (2 Cor. 5:18ff.). Something cool happened.  On 01/15, at the “final walkthrough” before the closing on the 
purchase of our home, we met our next door neighbors. They told us that they had been praying for “good neighbors.” How 
interesting! We’ve been praying that God would make us “good neighbors”! I believe that God has efficiently answered each of our 
prayers in one single shot! What an awesome God!  Pray that we will witness more of these “signs” of God’s pre-work. 

4. Pray that God would raise up a core team of local servant-leaders. Whenever we tell people that we are church planters, most 
ask us one of two questions: (1) "How many do you have in you core group?" or (2) "Who is in your core group?" Our answers have 
been invariably been the same - None and Nobody. We've had some potential core team members in the past, but once it became 
clear to us that any "member" of our church was going to need to be a resident in the target neighborhood, everyone seemed to lose 
interest. Do long-term commuter-mission efforts provoke either the most authentic or the most relevant personal concern for the 
people in those distant neighborhoods whether they are 10,000 feet or 10,000 miles away? Pray that God would raise up a core 
team of local servant-leaders.  

5. Pray that God would inspire in His servants a boldness and a fearlessness that borders on recklessness. Maywood (not to 
mention the rest of the world) can often look like the "valley of the shadow of death;" yet, we know that God is with us (Ps. 23:4). 
We know that the foundation of our mission must always be rooted in the glory of Jesus and His vision for a Radiant Bride. 

6. Finally, and most importantly, pray that the name of Jesus would be great in Maywood.  As disciples, we often say that we 
want to be just like our Master, Jesus.  JESUS IS GLORIOUS!  When did we decide that it was good that our Bridegroom is radiant, 
but that it’s okay for the Bride to look like a dull, old hag?  Pray that the Church would magnify the greatness of the King!  Has She 
not heard, “You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God” (Isaiah 62:3). 
ve we not heard that  

       �()*&��+ ���� ������������� ���
�
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1. Partner in Missional Service in Maywood by prayerfully and courageously considering 

how God may be calling you to join Him in the work that He is already doing in Maywood 
and places like it.  Make Maywood the place for your next short-term mission trip!  

2. Partner through Financial Support of ������������  which seeks Kingdom-minded 
Christians who understand that the missional strategy of ������������  coupled with her 
context makes self-sustainable ministry nearly impossible at the outset.  Only through the 
generous support of advocates like you can the initial financial hurdles be overcome. 

3. Partner in Faithful Prayer  by asking God to enable us and ������������  to leave the 
indelible mark of Christ’s Kingdom in Maywood and raise up more authentic disciples and 
congreagations who will authentically love God and relevantly love people. 

4. Partner through Advocacy in your own  local  church  by  promoting  relevant  missionally 
minded engagement strategies for domestic Kingdom ministry and new ministry activities which encourages authentic Christians to   
incarnationally penetrate the immediate and broader community of lost people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Do stuff that invites the 
world’s appropriate regard for the Bride.  Love or hate us, may it be for Jesus’ sake, and not for our shameful hypocrisy and irrelevance. 
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Please send all email to John and Gloria Yi at pastorjohn@radiantbride.org 
Send all mail to new address: The Community in Maywood, 157 South 17th Avenue, Maywood, IL 60153. 

Phone Numbers: (Home) 708-450-5033; (Mobile) 312-608-0349 
 


