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THE Goob NEIGHBOR
PLATFORM........... 1

THE PRECIOUS PEARL

Establishing the “Good Neighbor” Platform

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are Christ’'s continuing work to present the
[advocates and friends of the Communi Church to himself radiant! We trust that it is
Grace to you and peace from God our Father this same confidence that provokes your
and the Lord Jesus Christ. | thank my God in authentic and relevant discipleship!

all my remembrance of you, always offering

prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,

in view of your participation in the gospel

from the first day until now. | am confident of

this very thing, that He who began a good

work in you will perfect it until the day of

Christ Jesus” (Php 1:1-6).

It is our confidence in the Lord and the “Day
of Yahweh” that compels us to participate in

For us, our strategy for an authentic and
relevant engagement of our community with
the Good News of Christ is encapsulated by
our “good neighbor” platform. This platform
insists that the Christian's witness of the
Savior involves more than one’'s mere
proclamation of a set of propositional truths
concerning God — for James tells us that even
the demons quake at propositional truths
concerning God (2:19)! Rather, isn't it both
these propositional truths as well as the
practical manifestation(s) dhe Truthin the
lives of believers which authenticate our...
“Platform” continued on pg. 3

Recent News and Happenings

Happy Easter! The
emergence of new
life in the warmth
of spring reminds
me of the newness
of life that is
available to all
who trust in our Lord Jesus and His saving serve Jesus through

First Baptist Church of Moore, Oklahoma
with us in Maywood.

small mountain of street trash! We thank God

their

having a 40+ member mission team from the meetings that invite the participation of more

local residents who share our mutual concern
In the course of just for a manifest spiritual transformation of this

two short afternoons, they surveyed numerousvillage. We trust that a new congregation will

neighbors, prayed for them, and picked up anot be too far down the line!

for their support and their commitment to We've gotten our foot in the door &to local
authentic andcollege campuses We hope to see these in-

work at Calvary. Blessed is He who comes inrelevant engagement of our neighborhood.roads turn into ministry opportunities where

the name of the Lord!

Among many other things, their surveying has the lost are found, and the existirgmnants

yielded numerous new contacts which shouldare bolstered for gospel impact!

Recent News Let’s start with the bad new
We had hoped to have some type of
neighborhoodEaster event Without going
into all the details or making any excuses, it praying for
didn’t happen! Pray that opportunities like meetings
this will be capitalized upon in the future!

keep us busy for weeks!

us about starting oufirst

On March 1% and 18", we had the honor of these gatherings will quickly become regular

described as the “first prayer meetings” with administration!
some neighbors this month. We expect that

We are in the final stage for approval as
Thanks to those of you who have beenvolunteers in our local school district
Thanks to those who have been praying that
We had what could be loosely we would find favor before the district

We did! We should be

“Happenings” continued on pg. 3

Several have receny asked us where they can send “slow mai

Our new contact information is at the bottom oftepage.
Also, for those who are sending contributions, géeaake them payable tthe Community in Maywood.”

Please send all e-mail to John and Gloria Yyastorjohn@radiantbride.org
Send all mail to ounew addresstThe Community in Maywood, 157 South 17 Avenue, Maywood, IL 60153.
Phone Numbers: (Home-Offic&D8-450-5033(Mobile) 312-608-0349
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Please send all email to John and Gloria Ypastorjohn@radiantbride.org
Send all mail tmew addressthe Community in Maywood, 157 South 17 Avenue, Maywood, IL 60153.
Phone Numbers: (Hom&p8-450-5033(Mobile) 312-608-0349




faith? However one goes about it — via
common language, pictures, charades, etc.
...propositional insistence that the Gospel issome form of mutually understandable
indeed “the power of God for salvation to communication must be employed. In
everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16)! What Maywood as in most places in America, we
then are the authenticating manifestations?don’t have a language barrier per se. What w
Not surprisingly, the Law and the Prophets, do have is an increasingly negative collective
our Lord and his Apostles, and the whole regard for the Church. So, how do we
counsel of God are uniform on the subject: communicate in a way that penetrates this
love God with all your being, and love your growing negative regard?

“Platform” cont'd from pg. 1.

1%

Jesus tells us in the parable of the Good
SamaritanBe a good neighbagiLk 10:2537).
It's difficult to imagine a situation where there
is more cultural hostility and negative regard
than in the circumstances which would have
been commonplace between first century Je
and Samaritans. Yet when asked by thg
Master, “Which of these three do you think
provedto be a [good] neighbor...?” how did
the Jewish legal expert reply? Clearly
neighbor as yourself. While the world is filled understanding that Christ’s failure to qualify
with  both memorable and forgettable “neighbor” did not leave the potential
expositions concerning these greatest ofqualifier open to the options, “bad, poor, or
commandments, the world enjoys the yseless,” the lawyer knowingly replies, “The
presence of but a few of its memorable one who showed mercy...”
practitioners, and many more forgettable ol
Why is it that the Bride of Christ who has How will we attempt to cross over
been entrusted with the “power of God for Maywood's ever expanding gulfs and
salvation” appears to be less and less effectivenpstacles with the Gospel? By being a “good
in the wielding of such a seemingly mighty neighbor” to those who may otherwise expec

[2]
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“Happenings” cont'd from pg.13

receiving the official approval any day now so
that we can begin on March%1

We are preparing for amopen housé to be
held during the first week of April. With a
platform of local community transformation
we will rally our Christian neighbors to join
us as we engage our neighborhood’s socio-
spiritual deficiencies with authentic gospel
witness and with relevant socio-spiritual
Christian activism. We hope to see this and
other similar meetings become the forerunners
of future congregational meetings. Pray that
God would give us favor before our neighbors
and that He would give neighborhood
Christians a vision of His wise and loving
desires for the residents of Maywood.

In April, we will have several opportunities to
share the vision and mission of the
Community in order to provoke missional
partnership from around lllinois. We trust
that God will birth important relationships
with these potential advocates. In turn, we
hope that the Lord will use our message to
spur our listeners on to a more enthusiastic
evangelistic engagement of their respective
target areas, too.

sword. Has she been duped? Is the swordhe opposite or nothing at all. We earnestly
actually powerless? Is the Gospel irrelevant agsk God that he would make us “ministers o
for the times? ABSOLUTELY NOT! reconciliation” who are the best neighbors in
the 'hood. As Jesus says to the expert in th
It's not the sword that is irrelevant or |aw, we say to our advocates and our friend
powerless. | suggest that the Bride hasin ministry, “Go and do the same.”
forgotten how to wield God’'s “power for
salvation” in a way that makes sense to itsBrainstorm with us about developing “good
hearers. If one were to preach the very Wordneighbor” platforms. Please contact us! We
of God (perhaps one of Peter’'s, Paul's, ordon't pretend to have figured all this out by
Christ's sermons) to a remote and previouslyany means. Through the employment of
unreached people group in the jungles ofrelevant strategies for dispensing an alread
South America, and did so only employing relevant Gospel, we trust that we will also seq
American English, should we honestly expecta more Radiant Bride who reflects and the
to see droves of hearers respond in savinthlready Radiant Bridegroom!

term mission trip!
2. Partner through Financial Support of

the outset.
financial hurdles be overcome.

3. Partner in Faithful Prayer by asking God to enable us and
the indelible mark of Christ's Kingdom in Maywoodd raise up more authentic
disciples and congregations who will authenticldlye God and relevantly love people.

4. Partner through Advocacy in your own
missionally-minded engagement strategies for damd&éihgdom ministry and new
ministry activities which encourage authentic Ciiaiss to incarnationally penetrate the
immediate and broader community of lost people \lih Gospel of Jesus Christ. Do
stuff that invites the world’'appropriate regard for the Bride. Whether we're loved or
hated, may it be for Jesus’ sake, and not for bameful hypocrisy and irrelevance.

1. Partner in Missional Service in Maywood by prayerfully and courageously
considering how God may be calling you to join Himthe work that He is already
doing in Maywood and places like it. Make Maywathé place for your next short-

which seeks Kingdom-

minded Christians who understand that the missiatadtegy of
coupled with her depressed context makes selfigasia ministry nearly impossible at
Only through the generous supportdebeates like you can the initial

to leave

local church by promoting relev.



