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progress toward

Greetings to our friends and fellow co-
laborers in Christ! For those of you who
have not been in contact with us through the
whole summer, let me quickly bring you up
to speed. Since arriving back in Chicago on
June 1, the Lord has directed us through
some unexpected disappointments and
difficulties only to teach us that apparent
setback are only a precursor to something far
better in His perfect plan. We have secured
a pair of wonderful mentors/coaches in
Pastors Robert Goette and Jon Pennington of
the Chicago MetroBaptist Association
Also, Chicagoland Community Church, has
graciously taken us on as their new ba
Critical pieces are falling into place!

We have continued to take very seriously the
importance of exegeting our mission field
and have discovered invaluatitdormation.
While demographic data is certainly helpful,
face-to-face contacts with Maywood's
residents, interviews with civic leaders, and
spending time in the community has been
the most profitable way to survey the land in
which we are about to enter.
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The whole Nehemiah Project application
process with the North American Mission
Board is essentially complete. To make a
long story short, NAMB has approved us for
church planting support as of Octobel'10
2007. Soon after,

we received
notice that the lllinois Baptist Association
would formally request John and Gloria’s
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assignment to Chicagoland. Those who
have become familiar with our planting
strategy will appreciate the necessity of our
family’s residence in Maywood (If you'd
like to read the full planting proposal, please
request it via email; address below); Thus,
we have deferred the start of agency support
to coincide with our projected relocation in
December (Lord willing). In the meantime,
we actively seek additional partner churches
and individuals who will come alongside us
in spiritual and material support.

We are humbled that God has chosen to use
broken and flawed vessels like us to
accomplish those things which  will
reverberate in eternity. We overflow with
thanksgiving to the Lord for you as you
prayerfully join us in ministry that glorifies
the Lord and restores the splendor of his
Bride. Please see page 2 for suggestions on
how you too can be an advocate for
Maywood and this new gospel ministry
Finally, this month we will be launching

our new
website. Watch for it.

Maywood is situated only ten miles west of the hedrone of the world’'s great mega-cities, Chicago

Some have noted that Maywood looks and feels mdwe the “inner-city” than most Chicago

neighborhoods.

Although it is surrounded by sdverans whose socio-economic compositions range

from middle-class to affluent, the village of Maywbis an unusually depressed community.

Maywood’s 26,000 citizens already enjoy the presenfc4dl churches! Yet, this fact paints a deceptiv
rosy faith-picture for the community. How so?afipears that Maywood (as so many socio-economically
depressed urban communities) has enjoyed only rhddefits from such a seemingly strong Christian
presence. As the typical urban blights continuienpeded, even the world expects the Church to naake
noticeable impact. When she doesn't it says, “We'tdyou!” Maywood has recently decided it will no
longer rezone property for tax-exempt statusnioemore new church buildings.

All but the most naive “experts” suggest that thertN American church is suffering a period of deeli
both in raw numbers and in positive regard in \alyall urban areas; things are no different inyMaod
The Church must recommit herself to establishinggecegations of Christian disciples who authentycall

love the LORD and who relevantly love their neigrto

God’s glory.

Community is dedicated to this cause for



| have seen a vision

What a simple verse reveals about Christ’s continuing work
in and through His Church.

Eph. 5:27 (NIV)
“and to present

her [the Bride]

to himself [Christ]

as a radiant church,
without stain

or wrinkle

or any other blemish,
but holy and blameless.”

As is so often the case in the Apostle Paul's
admonitions and exhortations to Christians, he is
not satisfied with giving only moralistic or

pragmatic reasons for Christian conduct. In a
passage that is typically sited for instructions fo
the family (Eph. 5-6), it is easy to miss the
profound theological basis of the apostle’s
teaching on the husband’s responsibility to his

We are given a precious glimpse of God’s
spectacular vision for his community! Having
been given this glimpse of such a beautiful bride
— having been given a glimpse of what we ought
to look like — | can't help but be horrified and
ashamed of myself and the Body of which | am
intimately a member. | wonder if we are not a
Bride who does too little to participate in Christ’
preparation of us for his Wedding Feast.

Always, Jesus wants to dress his Bride in the

pricey robes of his righteousness, but too often

she reaches for the worthless glitter of this

world’s garish costumes. Always, Christ desires

to adorn his Lover with treasures of precious

stones and pure gold, but too often she prefers the
gaudy glimmer of “diamonelle” and electroplate!

wife. Paul reasons that husbands are to love their Sadly, even the blind world can see that the Bride

wives “just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her.” And what is a vital
repercussion of Christ’'s saving work upon his
Church? Her holiness! So, this text is as much
about the Bridegroom and his Bride as it is about
husbands and wives.

Paul continues by saying that it is Christ who
presents his Bride to himself in radiance (NIV),
splendor (ESV), and glorymost translations;

Doesn't this just reiterate mankind’s continuing
inability to secure his own righteousness and
sanctification? Anyway, the passage clearly and
plainly reveals Christ's desire for his Bride.

Be an ADVOCATE for

is more like an old whore — decaying and decrepit
— rather than virgin — stunning and graceful
How much longer will she gaze into a funhouse
reflection of her own complacency and ask,
“Mirror, mirror on the wall, who's the fairest of
them all?” For me and my house, self-
congratulatory self-deception ends now! | have
seen a vision of the Bride and her Christ, and it
has arrested me!

What is the reflection that is cast as you look in
the mirror of the God’s enduring word? It is the
only trustworthy mirror of seléxamination.
Gaze into it. It will surely arrest you, too.

COMMUNITY

ADVOCATES

th is only possible by
the conscientious advocacy of
Kingdom-minded Christians brought
together under Jesus, our Head, our
Bridegroom, our Christ, and our
God. To Him belongs alllessing,
glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor,
power, and might (Rev. 7:12).

Agencies
North American Mission Board
and its Nehemiah Project
lllinois Baptist State Association
Chicago Metro. Baptist Assoc.

Churches

Several churches and individuals
have officially and unofficially
given us their “thumbs-up” for
support and advocacy. We hope
that in our next edition, there will
be a long list of official partnering
churches listed right here! Pray
that God would have our needs
intersect with more corporate and
individual partners!

and the Church in Chicagoland

1. Pray for us and pray for Chicago. Most Christians (especially Chicagoans) are umawl@at Chicago is arguably the most
unchurched city in America. Even generous analgsik it among the three least churched urban areas

a. Pray that God would enable us and

to leave the indelible mark of His Kingdom in Maywd.

b. Pray that the Lord of the harvest would raise-upanweorkers for the especiallyard places in Chicagoland.
c. Pray that God would break the grip of “the powerd grincipalities” by sending his Holy Spirit toredct the land and
its inhabitants of “sin, righteousness, and judgiien
2. Challenge and mobilizeyour local church and fellow Christians to be nurally-minded about the domestic ministry it does
and supports. American Christians are probablytiig Christians who don't appreciate that Ameigthe new mission field!
a. First, prayerfully and courageously consider howd Gocalling on you to join Him in the work that liealready doing
all around this great city. Know this: Hecalling you to desomething
b. Plant and support authentic and relevant new clesreind missions that engage the lost at their poingreatest need
— both felt and unfelt needs. Start new work thearnationally penetrates the broader communit wie Gospel.
c. Organize domestic short-term “mission trips” int@ss-cultural and cross-socio-economic ministryterts in your
own immediate neighborhood, in your suburb, in yoity, in your state, and in your nation. Joinfas work in
Maywood and its nearby college campuses! Theabniays plenty to do!
3. Show generous financial support to domestic “missi@ries” and missions, FIRST! Overseas missions are important, but
let's take care of our own backyard and the workers first!

a. Prayerfully consider being a financial partner of

and her vital gospel ministry in Maywood.

b. Prayerfully re-examine your missional prioritiebeth you, the individual and your congregation.

Until further notice, please send all email to Jahd Gloria Yi ajylarkin@yahoo.com
Send all mail taur temporary addresshe Community in Maywood, 26W089 Klein Creek Drive Winfield, IL 60190.




